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 Several years ago server based computers were restricted to small businesses with eight or more computers,    
 with fairly advanced requirements. 
 
 Microsoft have moved the goalposts significantly with the release of Small Business Server 2003, where, with  
the falling price of entry level server computers, it is now possible to buy a server computer including operating 
system for under £1,000. 
 
 It needs to be stated that the average business will want to add on a few extras such as a tape backup device and 
an upgraded specification, but nonetheless this still equates to an affordable and practical solution for many 
small businesses. 
 
 The main advantages to purchasing a server computer with small business server 2003 are as follows… 
 

Data can be shared around a network quickly and securely, through a centralised login process 
Microsoft Exchange is included and therefore provides a powerful email and shared calendar solution. 
Backups can be automatically set to run daily on to a high capacity tape. 
Small Business Server 2003 provides a secure gateway for connecting in to the network remotely. 

 
 Small Business Server 2003 is still very much in its infancy and the first service pack is due shortly, to incorpo-
rate some of the security updates recently released in Windows XP Service Pack 2. At the time of writing the 
first published Microsoft administrators handbook just arrived hot off the press and so comprehensive support 
will take time to become fully available; however this is a significant move by Microsoft to compete against 
rival products and to make server based computing available to all small businesses. 
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